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Press Photo by Nadya Faulx Dr. Ibrahim Ahmed, left, leads a prayer group Friday at the Elks Lodge.

Dickinson’s small but growing Muslim community has been using the facility for special Friday prayer since

December.

Praying together: Ramadan brings
Dickinson’s small Muslim community
closer
By Nadya Faulx on Jun 28, 2014 at 9:56 p.m.
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his weekend Muslims around the world, and in North Dakota, will

observe the beginning of Ramadan, the Islamic holy month of

fasting and reflection.

Every day through July, from sunup

to sundown, they will abstain from

eating and drinking.

The fast is a way for Muslims to

attain piety, strengthen their
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relationship to Allah — the Arabic

word for God — and feel empathy

for those less fortunate than them,

explained Dr. Ibrahim Ahmed, a

pediatrician who serves as the

imam, or religious leader, for the Dickinson area’s Muslims.

The U.S. Census doesn’t track religious affiliation, so there are no exact

numbers on just how many Muslims live in the state, let alone Dickinson.

It’s not a state unfamiliar with Islam; one of the first, if not the first,

mosque in the U.S. was built in Ross.

According to a Pew Research poll, less than 1 percent of the population

in the Dakotas identified themselves as Muslim. For Dickinson’s small

Muslim community, Ramadan is as much a time to grow closer to God as

it is to each other.

A place to pray

Just a few months ago, Dr. Muhammad Jamil thought he was one of just

three Muslims in Dickinson.

The internal medicine specialist, along with Ahmed, his colleague at St.

Joseph’s Medical Clinic, and one other friend, would use Ahmed’s

cramped office for daily prayers at work.

“The main thing in Islam, you should pray together,” Jamil said.

He used to travel the 90 miles to Bismarck every Friday to attend special

prayer services at the chapel at St. Alexius Medical Center. It had to

make do; the closest mosque is in Fargo.

Slowly, though, Jamil, Ahmed and their friend, Sadi Haque, began

meeting other Muslims in the area, ones who, like them, had been

praying in small groups, unaware of each other.

“Every day, people hear about us,” Ahmed said. He met new members at

Walmart, and Muslims started coming from as far away as Williston and

Killdeer to pray.

A group began meeting in Ahmed’s basement for Friday prayers. Haque

posted a listing on IslamicFinder.com, inviting others to join.

Gradually, Jamil said, they grew.
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Since December, Dickinson’s Muslim community has been filling the

Armstrong Room in the basement of the Elks Lodge every Friday

afternoon to pray, facing the holy city of Mecca, surrounded by dried

flower wreaths and paintings of the prairie — not things you would likely

find in the mosques in Egypt, Ahmed’s native country, or Pakistan, where

Jamil is from.

Others come from Sudan, Ethiopia, Senegal, Bangladesh, the U.S., usually

for work.

“Two months ago I heard of the prayer services,” said Mamadou Toure, a

native of Senegal who came to Dickinson seven months ago from

Missouri, where he taught at a Quranic school.

Before he met Ahmed and Jamil, he said, “I prayed alone.”

A first for many

For many of the community’s members, this will be their first Ramadan in

Dickinson.

A lack of understanding among non-Muslims about what the month

signifies, or awareness of what it even is, makes fasting difficult.

“It’s very, very hard,” Ahmed said. “No one else is observing or

understanding that you’re fasting. Sometimes we have to put extra effort

to please God.”

Seydina Sylla, another native of Senegal who initially came to the city in

2011 for work, spent last Ramadan in Atlanta, a city with a sizeable Muslim

population where he was able to take time off of work to accommodate

his fasting schedule.

“Not like here,” he said. “Islam is not like it is in Atlanta, or other states.”

Sylla said he is asked all the time why he isn’t eating or drinking; his part-

time job at Applebee’s makes fasting especially hard.

“If I could, I’d take a break,” he said. “But I just try to ignore it.”

Sylla said he focuses instead on the fasting itself, and what it means to

him: it’s “food of your soul,” he said.

“A lot of people don’t know what is hunger,” he said. “If you’re Muslim,

rich or poor, you fast anyway. In worship of Allah, you have to do it.”
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Ahmed said he hopes one day that Dickinson Muslims will have a place of

their own where they can worship Allah: a masjid, or mosque, in a

storefront somewhere.

The Elks Lodge has been very welcoming of the prayer service, Ahmed

said, but the group has been outgrowing the Armstrong Room.

The group will have to hold iftar, the special meal to break the fast, at a

member’s house; Jamil said they’re considering going all the way to

Bismarck to celebrate Eid, the end of Ramadan, in July, but he hopes

there are enough people here that they can have a celebration in

Dickinson.

It’s less important where they pray, though. What matters is that they do

it together.

ADVERTISEMENT

Nadya Faulx

nfaulx@thedickinsonpress.com

(701) 456-1207

ADVERTISEMENT

Mario Lopez Takes the AncestryDNA Test With

Surprising… (Ancestry.com)

These Most Famous Atheists/Agnostics Will

Surprise You (Rant Lifestyle)

Forever and Ever is the Goal of Immortality Project

(Slate)

HGTV Fires Hosts For Christian Beliefs (GND

News)

30 Annoying Questions People Ask Jews (Rant

Lifestyle)

Behind The Scenes At America's Most Hated

Church (GND News)

Christians Responsible For Human Rights Issues,

Says North… (GND News)

15 Fascinating Facts From Famous Death Records

(Ancestry.com)

8 Famous Lesbians Who Were Married To Men One in three Americans actually believe the

Recommended From Around the Web

http://www.thedickinsonpress.com/news
http://www.thedickinsonpress.com/news/local
http://www.thedickinsonpress.com/tags/north-dakota
http://www.thedickinsonpress.com/tags/religion
http://www.thedickinsonpress.com/tags/ramadan
http://www.thedickinsonpress.com/tags/muslim
http://www.thedickinsonpress.com/tags/islam
http://www.thedickinsonpress.com/tags/ibrahim-ahmed
http://www.thedickinsonpress.com/tags/muhammad-jamil
http://www.thedickinsonpress.com/tags/st-josephs-2
http://www.thedickinsonpress.com/tags/dickinson-0
http://www.thedickinsonpress.com/tags/prayer
http://www.thedickinsonpress.com/tags/fasting
http://www.thedickinsonpress.com/tags/allah
http://www.thedickinsonpress.com/tags/arabic-0
http://www.thedickinsonpress.com/tags/st-alexius-medical-center
http://www.thedickinsonpress.com/tags/elks-lodge
https://twitter.com/intent/follow?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.thedickinsonpress.com%2Fcontent%2Fpraying-together-ramadan-brings-dickinsons-small-muslim-community-closer&region=follow_link&screen_name=NadyaFaulx&tw_p=followbutton&variant=2.0
http://www.thedickinsonpress.com/users/nfaulx
http://www.thedickinsonpress.com/user/224094/contact


ADVERTISEMENT

(MadameNoire) dumbest things (DailyDot)

Recommended by


